Agenda

Council of Accredited MPH Programs

Saturday, November 3, 2007, 2-4pm

Terrace East Room, Hilton Alexandria Mark Center

Welcome 2:05 PM EST

Attendance 

William Livingood, Duval County Health Department and University of Florida

Randy Cottrell, University of Cincinnati

Dan Bibeau, University of North Carolina Greensboro

Bob Strack, University of North Carolina Greensboro

David Cruess, Uniformed Services University

Carol Terhune, Oregon MPH Program

Sharah Leonard, SOPHE

Dan Perales, San Jose State University

Vincent Francisco, University of North Carolina Greensboro

Leah Neubauer, DePaul University

Gary Harper, DePaul University

Michael Perlin, Southern CT State University

Lawrence Green, University of California San Francisco

Jim Marks, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

David Birch, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale

Gary Gilmore, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse

Carl Hanson, Brigham Young University

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Update:  Insights into the CEPH Accreditation Process, Laura Rasar King, Executive Director

a. There are 40 schools of public health and 69 programs of public health

b. CEPH has recently completed their five year recognition process
c. CEPH has implemented an online regular reporting system for programs.  First report is due November 31st.

d. Should there be a combined mission statement for both undergrad and grad programs if both are to be accredited?  Yes, if both are to be accredited, the unit becomes the accrediting body.

e. Has CEPH been accrediting online only MPH programs?  If they are regionally accredited institutions of higher education, CEPH has no reason to exclude them.  CAMP should consider communicating with students the importance of graduating from accredited programs.  

3. Discussion Topic:  Capacity Building for the CEPH-Accredited MPH Programs 

a. Lawrence W. Green, MPH, Dr. PH, University of California-San Francisco

i. Capacity for teaching, research and service.  Don’t separate these.  Think of them as a triangle.  For example, for every research question, ask what are the service and teaching opportunities.  Most of the science is missing the mark in public health because it is growing out of a medical model.  Make the research that you do practice-based!  

ii. The MPH is a practice degree.  If you teach research, you need to teach it in relation to service.  Get the students out in the community.  What are the big issues ahead?  What are changes in the community that need addressed.  What are the 2 or 3 elements of MPH training that students need to take with them into the field?  For example, courses may be created to address the predisposing, re-enforcing and enabling factors.  Ask yourself, what kind of reform is needed within our program so that students will have the tools to address contemporary challenges?  

iii. The research portfolio.  We are often bound by RFAs and RFPs.  However, you should not be significantly influenced by someone else’s research agenda.  Be creative. 

iv. Caveats for Coalitions in Praise of Partnership.  Kreuter concluded there wasn’t much evidence of coalition effectiveness; however, we believed them to be important.  Strike partnerships with agencies in the communities but don’t force them to meet together.  Multiple partnerships are better than forcing all the partners to meet together.  

b. James S. Marks, MD, MPH, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

i. Public Health is a key theme for the Council on Foundations this year.  Think of this as an opportunity for your local foundations.  There is growing interest in public health.

ii. RWJF is focusing on childhood obesity.  We are looking at policy change.  Evidence of the impact of local policy and practice.  Healthy eating and active living research.

iii. Another direction is Active Living by Design.  25 communities funded.  Tended to be coalitions.  More grants will be going to communities for childhood obesity within the coming year.

iv. They fund advocacy.  An example is clean indoor air law – in Ohio.

v. Boards are asking for outcomes much like the private sector.  Policy change allows for sustainability.

vi. Public health is not much of a system.  RWJF is working to develop some standards that might help to establish a stronger system of practice.  

vii. RWJF is pursuing quality in public health.  What are measures of quality we can use?  Standards of accreditation for public health agencies.  

viii. They are going to fund public health system services and research, data depositories (e.g., Un. of Kentucky), public health practice-based research institutes (next June).

ix. Academy for Health.org

x. ICPSR.org for data systems

xi. DrPH degree.  The programs are extremely important to producing the practitioner.  This is important.  

xii. RWJF is looking for coalitions to be coalitions of advocacy.  They are looking for this on behalf of public health.  

xiii. RWJF is recommending health impact assessments of big community projects.  Environmental impact assessment, generally haven’t addressed health impacts.  

4. Nomination Committee Update

a. Carl reported that committee is working to identify a nominee for CAMP president.  

5. CAMP Bylaws 

a. Gary announced that several changes to the bylaws are being considered.

b. Committee Suggestion

i. Infusion of Public Health into Other Disciplines

6. Incorporation and 501(c)3 Status

a. Gary announced that 501(c)3 status has been received.

7. Interactivity with the National Board of Public Health Examiners

a. Ed Mamary developed an update for the membership.  The update was distributed.  

b. Gary reported we came close to having CAMP recognized as a member of NBPHE.  We will continue with efforts to be recognized by NBPHE.

c. CAMP’s position is that we want to be a player.  We are waiting to see about the value of the exam.

d. One concern is that the programs are training the practitioners but the schools are developing the exam.

e. Can a survey be created to see where CAMP programs stand with regard to this issue? 

8. Discussion: CAMP Benefits for the Membership    

Meeting adjourned 4:10 PM EST

