Council of Accredited MPH Programs (CAMP)

Membership Call

January 31, 2006

Meeting called to order: 11:04 AM EST
Attendance: Gary Gilmore, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse; Kathleen Welshimer, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale; Kathy Zevela, University of Northern Colorado; Ed Mamary, San Jose State University; Milli Fleming-Moran Indiana University, Boomington; Mike Perlin, Southern Connecticut State University; Andrew Camp; Lynn Woodhouse, East Stroudsburg University; Chuck Kozel, New Mexico State University; Blakely Pomietto, SOPHE; Vince Francisco, University of North Carolina, Greensboro; Bill Livingood, Duval County Health Department; Sandy Armstrong;  Carl Hanson, Brigham Young University.
1.  Welcome and introductions

2.  Introduction of Executive Committee and process (those who serve; timing of calls)

· President: Gary Gilmore 
· Past-President: Bill Livingood 
· Vice President: Michael Perlin 
· Treasurer: Edward Mamary 
· Secretary: Carl Hanson 
· SOPHE representative: Elaine Auld (Blakely Pomietto, alternate), ex officio 
· CEPH representative: Lynn Woodhouse, ex officio 
3.  CAMP meeting during Third Health Education Congress in Dallas:  Thursday, February 23, 12:30-2pm

· This meeting will help us begin to address some of the issues facing our organization.  This is an open meeting and others who have connection to MPH programs should be encouraged to attend.

· The Congress will start at 2:30 PM.  

· If members have agenda items, please submit for executive committee review.  The next executive committee is scheduled for February 21st at 12:00 PM EST.
4.  Update: CAMP Request for representation on the National Board of Public Health Examiners

· The National Board of Public Health Examiners was established as an to develop, prepare, administer and evaluate certification examinations for MPH student graduating from schools accredited or pre-accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health.
· It appears that we might have an opportunity to be represented as a member of the National Board of Public Health Examiners.  At least from our vantage point we have an opportunity.  
· Our primary concern is whether the competencies have been validated.  

· The executive committee has requested in writing that a member of the CAMP executive board be willing to serve (Ed Mamary) on this Board.

· Lynn Woodhouse noted the Board has been moving very quickly with the blessing of ASPH to establish a competency based exam for MPH students.  Students will likely be charged $500 to take the exam.  Revenues would be used to support the National Board of Public Health Examiners.  

· Additional concern was expressed regarding the competencies.  They are presented more as learning objectives rather than competencies.  It is important for CAMP to be at the Board table in order to help ensure quality of these incubating MPH competencies and eventually the exam.

· Lynn and Gary will have a conference call on February 2nd with APHA (Georgias) to continue discussions regarding this issue.
5.  Letter to CEPH President re Accreditation Procedures Revisions 
· Gary noted that his intent is to provide all members an opportunity to provide input regarding correspondence that impacts the organization.
· There was discussion regarding whether CAMP ought to propose more representation on the CEPH board.

· It was concluded that we need to put a name forward of someone who will have the support of all health education organizations.

· Aligning with ATPM will be critical for our success.  Increasing the CAMP membership will provide us with additional leverage with ATPM.

· Timing is important.  

6.  Council on Linkages activity

· Bill Livingood, while serving as CAMP president, served as a member of this Council.  The Council was established in the 90’s to increase dialogue between professional prep faculty.  

· The Council has become very influential.  Their emphasis has been on professional practice.
· Gary will now serve on the Council with Bill as alternate.

· Gary and Bill had a conference call with Council representatives.  Bill reported there were three key items were discussed:
· Competencies for public health.  The competencies where reviewed last year providing face validity.  These competencies are referred to frequently.  A competencies working group has been established.

· Public health system research component.  The basic idea is to encourage a collective research agenda.  During December, 2005 there was a national research leadership forum to get feedback. 

· Recruitment and retention in the public health workforce.  Next steps were discussed.  One is to implement a toolkit for practitioners related to recruitment and retention.  
· Vince Francisco is the SOPHE representative to the Council and is also a CAMP member.   

7.  ATPM communications

· Gary is attempting communication with the outgoing chair (Tony Chlauffes, Tuffs) of ATPM.
· Gary reported that ATPM has no intention to subsume CAMP.  Discussions between ATPM and CAMP have focused on how we can better collaborate.  

· Throughout these discussions with ATPM, it was recommended that we be careful to not emphasize “health education.”  CAMP must be capable of broader dialogue.  
8.  CDC Partner’s Meeting, March 28 and 29

· CAMP has been invited to participate in a CDC Partner’s Meeting.
· The purpose of the meeting is to bring together leadership in and out of academia to examine mutually beneficial activities and support.  

· CAMP will need to determine a representative.

· This meeting is truly a result of the CDC reorganization.  The vision is for us to be a partner like other public health organizations (e.g., ATPM).  The hope is that funding will follow.
9.  APHA Education Board

· Moved to future agenda
10.  CAMP Membership Verification and Expansion 

· Blakely noted that we can obtain an applicant list from CEPH.  CEPH is more than willing to work with CAMP to provide important information regarding applicants and accredited programs.  This information will provide opportunities for recruiting new members to CAMP.
11.  Next call: March 1, 11am-12 noon: 1-888-455-5920; code: 18435

Meeting adjourned 12:05 PM EST
 

