Council of Accredited MPH Programs (CAMP)

Membership Call

March 1, 2006

Meeting called to order: 11:03 AM EST
Attendance: 
Gary Gilmore, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 
Bill Livingood, Duval County Health Department 

Michael Perlin, Southern Connecticut State University 

Kay Lovelace, University of North Carolina-Greensboro

Blakely Pomietto, SOPHE 

Carl Hanson, Brigham Young University

Lynn Woodhouse, East Stroudsburg University

Jim Florence, East Tennessee State University

Kathleen Welshimer, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale

Milli Fleming-Moran Indiana University, Boomington
Steve Nagy, Western Kentucky University

1) Welcome 
2) Minutes for January 31, 2006 were approved

3) Update on the CAMP meeting at the Third Dallas Congress last week 
· Gary Glimore noted that CAMP collaboration with ATPM was discussed in Dallas and that we are attempting to build bridges.  Tony Schlaff (current ATPM chair) and Gary will be talking more tomorrow regarding the possibility of having the executive committees of both organizations meet together in a conference call during this coming month.

· Ed Mamary has agreed to serve as an at-large member of National Board of Public Health Examiners.  At this point his representation on the Board will not be associated with CAMP.

· Lynn Woodhouse reported that the Board has appointed Bernie Goldstein as chair of the Board.  They are considering moving the launch date for the competency exam back to 2008 and only testing the 5 core area competencies.  The intention is that this exam will be knowledge based.  A testing service has been hired to develop the exam.  The Board intends to use the medical examiners to develop the test so it will certainly be based on a medical model. There may also be a residency requirement associated with this.  In addition, Lynn reported the Board may expand from 18 to 24 members.  It is clear they have refused to give CAMP a designated seat at the table.  This isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  However, we will need to continue our effort to demonstrate our viability as an organization.  Increasing our membership numbers will be important to demonstrating our viability.
· Michael Perlin reported that there was additional discussion in Dallas regarding:
i) certificate programs at the undergraduate level 
ii) SABPAC and their need for reviewers 
iii) associate membership to CAMP and the advantages and disadvantages of this 
iv) students lack of passion for the profession and recommended this be a topic for round table discussions at upcoming conferences
4) Discussion re the recommendations from the Task Force on Accreditation and CAMP’s role (see the website of the National Transition Task Force on Accreditation in Health Education at http://www.healthedaccred.org) 
· The primary recommendation for the unified (complementary) accreditation process of health education was:
i) NCATE – responsible for accreditation in the schools

ii) CEPH – responsible for accreditation in graduate and undergraduate health education programs in other settings

iii) CHES for entry level practitioners and MCHES for advanced level practitioners

· Gary asked that we consider whether there is a role for CAMP in all of this?  
5) Consideration of CAMP’s role re international applicants to our MPH programs (see attachment from Steve Nagy) 
· Steve Nagy reported that there is concern regarding international students who join MPH programs yet have intentions to pursue medicine.  In other words, students are using the MPH as an avenue to enter medical school.  Students are therefore not completing their MPH programs thus draining limited resources that could be used more efficiently to train students more committed to public health.
· Jim Florence indicated they are seeing this at their institution.  There is a large number of international students and for the most part they are going into clinical practice.  Jim noted they need to do a better job recruiting domestic student in order to ensure a better balance.

· Kathleen Welshimer explained that international students are coming to their institution and it is challenging their resources.  Many of these students are coming with limited resources and request student assistantships for help.  Milli noted that Indiana is experiencing the same thing.  They are reviewing carefully student applications and paying close attention to the student purpose statements in an attempt to address this problem.  

· Michael Perlin commented that there are some philosophical concerns.  As state systems become more driven by the bottom line, warm bodies are important to institutions.
6) CAMP Website
· Blakely reported that she has developed a profile of graduates from different programs to highlight on the CAMP website.  Blakely will be asking programs for information regarding their students to include on the website.  She reported there are also undeveloped sections on the website.  If anyone has additional information that would like to posted, let Blakely know.  There is consideration to develop a newsletter for CAMP.  The newsletter could be posted on the website.  Lynn asked if other programs could post their newsletters on the website.  Also, could the CAMP website be used as a one stop application site for all programs?  Blakely proposed that a committee be put together to address some of these questions and issues.  
· Gary asked if there was interest from the group to work on this. Mike Perlin and Lynn Woodhouse volunteered to assist.  Gary noted that a communication to members inviting assistance would be in order.
· Action:  Gary will work with Blakely to develop a communication to the members inviting participation on a CAMP Website Committee.
7) Meeting adjourned 12:00 PM EST
8) Next call: Tuesday, March 28, 11am-12 noon EST
 

