Council of Accredited MPH Programs (CAMP)

Membership Call

March 28, 2006

Meeting called to order: 11:05 AM EST
Attendance: 
Gary Gilmore, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 
Blakely Pomietto, SOPHE 

Michael Perlin, Southern Connecticut State University 

Jacquie Fraser, University of North Florida

Brenda Seals, Temple University

Randy Streeter

Lynn Woodhouse, East Stroudsburg University

Alberto Cardelle, East Stroudsburg University

Chuck Kozel, New Mexico State University
Carl Hanson, Brigham Young University

1 Update: Discussions with ATPM (Council of Graduate Programs and Preventive Medicine in Public Health)
· Gary provided members with an update of the most recent joint executive committee meeting between ATPM (CGPPM) and CAMP.  Gary indicated that ATPM believes they represent a major portion of MPH programs.  CAMP however has a very distinctive voice in representing MPH programs not accounted for through ATPM – some 21 total.

· A primary agenda item of the combined executive committee meeting was the need to “speak with one voice.”  It was apparent that ATPM however would like to be that one voice.  While the majority of the meeting focused on “ironing out” differences of opinion, there were some items of collaboration discussed.  The group determined to continue discussions as the issues were not all resolved.  

· A possible are for collaboration includes competency development.
· The discussion was generally positive and opened the door for greater awareness.

· Background: ATPM historically has brought together a wide array of programs – accredited and non-accredited including preventative medicine with connection to medical schools.  CAMP represents program that have a more health education or behavioral science orientation.  ATPM believes however that they have evolved to include the behavioral science area as well.  Their new proposed organizational title, The Association for Prevention, Teaching and Research (current being voted on), is reflection of this broader focus. 

· ATPM and the Council are supporting 101 type experiences (with money from CDC) in undergraduate programs.  We are exploring this with them as well.

· Action: Gary and the chair of ATPM (CGPPM) will continue behind the scenes discussions leading up to a face to face meeting next fall in Boston.

2 Meeting of National Board of Public Health Examiners
· An exit exam for MPH candidates is currently being developed by the National Board. The exam is based on competencies that can be found online at the ASPH website.  As per ASPH, graduates of MPH programs should have these competencies per to professional practice.  

·  CAMP members need to be “up to speed” on this effort.  Ed Mamary is being considered this week as an at-large member of the Board of Examiners and will be able to represent the interests of CAMP.  
3 Core Competencies Survey by Council on Linkages
· Last year, Gary and Bill reviewed the competencies as representatives of CAMP.  Soon, the Council will be sending out a survey to get additional feedback.  CAMP contact information was provided to the Council for distribution of the instrument.  CAMP members should be aware their contact information was provided.  CAMP members we encouraged to participate by completing the survey.

· How are we going to reconcile the two sets of competencies?  The core competencies for the Council have more breadth and are practitioner based.  ASPH competencies have more of a preparatory perspective.  ASPH recognizes there are other sets of competencies.  They believe their competencies are the “academic prescription” for their schools of public health.  In light of the development of these competencies, there is the possibility of confusion among graduates and practitioners.  CAMP needs to take a leadership role in clarifying the differences.
4 CAMP Meeting at SOPHE Mid-year Conference
· There will most likely be a CAMP luncheon meeting on Saturday, May 6th during the Mid-year Conference.  Stay tuned.
5 Other business
· CAMP website.  Blakely provided an update of the site.  She reported that currently no program is linked to the site.  She is working to add a survey tool to the site as well as program newsletters.  She will also send out the URL to members.
6 Meeting adjourned 12:00 PM EST
7 Next call: Wednesday, April 19, 11am-12 noon EST

