MEETING MINUTES

CAMP Conference Call

21 April 2005

Present: Sheryl Rusek, Brenda Seals, Jean Breny-Bontempi, Lynn Woodhouse, Bill Livingood, Gary Gilmore, Elaine Auld, Blakely Pomietto, Vincent Francisco

Agenda Items

1. Collaboration Talks with the Centers for Disease Control
There have been some healthy and productive conversations about how CAMP and the Programs can be of service to CDC with Toby Merlin. With the reorganization of CDC, there may be more opportunities in the future. Diane Allensworth and Sarah Olson have joined Toby’s staff, which is also a positive development. The executive committee will continue to meet with him on a bi-weekly basis.


2. CDC Research Agenda Feedback
There was an earlier deadline of April 15, which was missed, but we can still submit feedback to CDC. Vince drafted a letter, based on input from only a couple people, but it can be expanded to include others. Blakely agreed to send an email to the group with the URL’s for the summaries so far. Drafts for comment will be available by May 20, with 45 days for open comments. We may need to especially consider workforce development and roles we may be able to play, along with a special consideration of the possible lack of accountability which could creep into plans for each center.


3. Survey
Ed and Lynn did some work on the survey, but are putting it on hold for now, pending word on the ATPM proposal and the upcoming summer break.


4. ATPM Grant Proposal
Lynn submitted the proposal by the deadline, and we are now waiting to hear from reviews to decide on next steps.


5. CEPH Update
The criteria have been completely revised. Comments from groups were difficult for CEPH to sort, given that many were offering competing comments. The revised criteria will be considered at the June meeting, with a plan being released by the end of June. Opportunity for comments and discussions on implementation will be considered following that.


6. ASPH Credentialing Test Development
ASPH is continuing work on a credentialing test and process that is designed specifically for competencies valued by the schools of public health. There are 6 core areas posted on their web site, with the addition of public health biology. It is not intended as a practice credential, but they do intend it to drive the whole field. Some people have noted that they do not anticipate the exam having much of an impact on the field, but others feel it might.


7. By-Laws
Bill, Gary and Vince spent some time reviewing the by-laws, and offering suggestions for improvement. The revised document has been sent to the members. Everyone is requested to please review the document, and provide additional input. There will be a more formal review in the future. There are two additional goals to reflect the growing opportunities for us to have impact. Elaine provided the helpful suggestion to make sure we have an attorney review the document, given that we may want to incorporate and apply for tax-exempt status in the future.


8. Competency Update Project (CUP)
AAHE, SOPHE and NCHEC have been on a 6 year effort to update public health education competencies. There were 4030 responses to the survey, with a 70.6% response rate. The resulting analysis yielded 3 categories, including Entry-level (baccalaureate), Advance I (Masters), and Advance II (Doctoral) competencies. There are 7 areas of responsibility within those, 35 competencies, and 163 sub-competencies. There is much work left to do, and we can expect that it may take several years to finalize the process. The SOPHE & AAHE Boards have accepted the CUP report, and NCHEC is in the process of revising the exam.


9. Accreditation Task Force
Elaine reported that much work has been done, making progress but with no decisions yet. SABPAC will continue their work for a number of years. It is not staffed by SOPHE and AAHE, but they added a co-chair—Dee Wengert (sp?). The operating code has been amended to include 6 new members. The initial undergraduate accreditation may occur with those accredited MPH programs that also have an undergraduate program.


10. Dues and Membership
Although not all members have paid their dues to date, Elaine provided a summary of the finances. There is $3,127 from this fiscal year, $6,319 carried over from the previous year, with a total of $9,445 in the account. Some institutions have not paid dues and have not been very active. CAMP is representing about twice as many programs as have paid dues. Lynn suggested that we may want to consider a regular newsletter.

The next face-to-face CAMP meeting will be Nov 5, 2 to 4pm, in New Orleans (following the SOPHE conference).  It will be at the Hotel Intercontinental. There was some talk of inviting Toby Merlin, and representatives of other agencies and centers as well.


11. Web Site Development
Blakely reported that although Jean Breny-Bontempi and Bob Strack the (subcommittee) have provided input on the web site, not much more progress has been made since the November meeting. Blakely will share a draft of the current content with everyone prior to the next call, so that the rest of us can provide input.


